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President’s  message  — by  m.l.  Sullivan 


Every  three  months  for  the  last  few  years,  I've  had  the  opportunity 
to  prepare  a “President's  Message”  summarizing  the  near-term  suc- 
cesses of  the  organization  and  an  outward  look  to  the  coming 
months.  Being  an  election  year  for  NBS,  it  is  time  for  a change  of 
leadership;  this  being  my  last  “President’s  Message.”  Enclosed  with 
this  issue  of  The  Asylum,  you  will  find  two  ballots,  both  due  by  July 
27,  mailed  to  our  Secretary-Treasurer  (see  directions  on  the  ballots): 

Officers  and  Trustees  Election  Ballot 
Annual  Asylum  Writers’  Award  Ballot 

Election  of  Officers  and  Trustees 

Fifty  percent  of  our  existing  officers  and  trustees  are  running  for  re- 
election.  The  new  officers  and  directors  will  be  installed  effective  with 
the  August  ANA  Convention. 

President  Wayne  Homren 

Vice  President  David  Sklow 

Secretary-Treasurer  . . David  Hirt 
Trustees  (6  positions) 

Bob  Metzger  Scott  Rubin 
Joel  Orosz  Larry  Mitchell 

Bill  Murray  Tom  Sheehan 

Annual  Writers’  Award 

Please  take  the  time  to  vote  for  the  annual  writers’  award  recipient. 
The  award  will  be  prepared  and  presented  during  the  NBS  Meeting  at 
the  ANA  Convention.  You  may  recall  our  recipient  last  year  was  Joel 
Orosz  for  his  superb  history  of  our  organization. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  current  officers  (Wayne  Homren  and 
Dave  Hirt)  and  trustees  (George  Kolbe,  Bill  Murray,  Joel  Orosz,  Scott 
Rubin,  Pete  Smith  and  Frank  van  Zandt)  for  their  solid  support  to 
improving  NBS  over  the  last  few  years.  The  organization  was  over- 
hauled, bylaws  updated  to  reflect  the  needs  of  the  organization,  the 
web  site  was  developed,  the  “E-sylum”  became  a weekly  staple  for 
members  and  non-members  alike,  and  our  membership  roles  have 
increased  with  numerous  new  names  to  the  hobby.  I wish  the  new 
club  leadership  the  greatest  success. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Re:  "United  States  Treasury  Speci- 
men Books"  by  Raphael  Ellenbogen 
(The  Asylum,  vol.  XVI,  no.  1,  Winter 
1998,  pp.  12-18) 

While  cataloging  your  article 
for  our  library  here  at  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Society,  I came 
across  what  I believe  is  an  error: 
the  Library  of  Congress  does 
indeed  have  a United  States 
Treasury  specimen  book,  con- 
trary to  what  they  told  Mr.  Ellen- 
bogen. 1 located  the  book  by 
searching  on  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress web  site  (http://lcweb2. 
loc.gov/catalog/)  using  the  spine 


titles  as  given  by  the  author  of 
your  article.  Here’s  a brief  de- 
scription of  the  specimen  book 
as  described  by  LC: 

Portraits  and  vignettes/Presidents 
of  the  United  States  for  the  first 
100  years  of  its  existence 

engraved  by  the  Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing,  Treasury 
Department. 

Washington:  The  Bureau,  1883. 
[22]  leaves  of  plates:all  ill.;  20  cm. 

— Tamara  Lee  Fultz 
Assistant  Librarian 
American  Numismatic  Society 


Hew  members 


Darryl  Atchison,  Ireland 
John  T.  Hummer,  Round  Lake,  NY 
Dr.  Carlos  Jara,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 
Jonathan  Kagan,  Clinton  Corners,  NY 
Gail  Kraljevich,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
Dan  Rosenthal,  Berkeley,  CA 
Steven  Schor,  Lighthouse  Point,  FL 
John  A.  Schroeder,  Racine,  Wl 
Mark  Tooth,  Toronto,  Canada 
Stoffel  Vogelaar,  Ireland 


— Dauid  Flirt,  Secretary -Treasurer 
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Hews  from  the  Het 

— by  Pete  Smith 


The  following  items  appeared 
on  “The  E-sylum,”  the  Nu- 
mismatic Bibliomania  Society 
Internet  newsletter  in  March, 
April  and  May  1999.  Those 
interested  in  receiving  the  mail- 
ings should  send  their  E-mail 
address  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com. 

Nominations  Sought 

NBS  President  Michael  J.  Sulli- 
van announced  that  nominations 
were  being  accepted  for  officers 
and  board  members.  The  elec- 
tion will  be  completed  by  the 
ANA  convention. 

Archives 

Joel  Orosz,  who  serves  as  NBS 
historian,  announced  that  he  has 
organized  the  club  archives  and 
will  provide  historical  information 
for  the  club  on  request. 

Bibliography 

Larry  Mitchell  is  creating  a bibli- 
ography of  numismatic  books.  It 
appears  on  the  NBS  web  site, 
http://www.coinbooks.org. 

Publications  Announced 

Allan  Davisson  mentioned  a new 
book  by  Paul  and  Bente  Withers, 
British  Copper  Tokens,  1811- 


1820.  It  is  an  update  of  an  earlier 
reference  by  William  John  Davis. 

George  Fuld  announced  publi- 
cation of  the  second  edition  of 
Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington, 
published  by  Krause,  and  written 
by  Fuld  and  Russ  Rulau. 

Bill  Murray  submitted  his  recom- 
mendation for  Bill  Fivaz’  book 
Helpful  Hints  for  Enjoying  Coin 
Collecting. 

Research  Requests 

David  J.  Davis  asked  for  help 
tracing  the  pedigrees  of  five 
1802  half  dimes  sold  at  auction 
in  the  past  century.  The  data  is 
intended  for  a new  book  by  Russ 
Logan  and  John  McCloskey. 
Ken  Bressett,  Wayne  Homren 
and  Joel  Orosz  provided  buyers’ 
names,  sale  prices  and  other 
helpful  information. 

Christian  Dekesel,  who  compiled 
a bibliography  of  16th-century 
numismatic  publications,  asks 
for  information  on  holdings  of 
17th-century  material. 

Barry  Tayman  and  George  Fuld 
asked  for  information  about 
Canadian  blacksmith  tokens  for 
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a monograph  they  are  writing. 

Ben  Keele  is  seeking  informa- 
tion on  the  currency  of  Biafra. 

Keele  also  is  looking  for  informa- 
tion on  the  history  of  National 
Banks  of  Hastings,  Nebraska. 

W.  David  Perkins  asked  if  any- 
one could  identify  J.O.K.,  listed 
as  the  buyer  of  an  About  Uncir- 
culated 1799/8  B-l  silver  dollar 
from  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of 
September  18,  1968. 

Grover  Criswell’s  Death 
Reported 

Grover  Criswell  Jr.,  past  ANA 
president,  died  April  8,  1999. 
Criswell  was  a dealer  and  au- 
thority on  Confederate  currency. 
He  was  founding  editor  of  the 
Bank  Note  Reporter  (1972)  and  a 
founding  member  of  the  Society 
of  Paper  Money  Collectors. 

Finds 

Dave  Hirt  found  a copy  of  E.J. 
Barra’s  1863  Something  about 
Coins  at  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation of  Numismatists  show. 
The  rare  pamphlet  is  mentioned 
in  Attinelli. 

Catalogs  offered 

John  Adams  offered  several 
runs  of  catalogs  for  the  costs  of 
shipping.  These  included  cata- 
logs from  ANA  sales,  Johnson 
& Jensen,  Kagins,  Kreisberg 
and  Hans  Schulman. 


Katen  Update 

Remy  Bourne  reports  that  Frank 
Katen  is  “Doing  just  fine  but 
slowing  down  with  age.”  Ken 
Lowe,  who  died  at  age  52,  said 
that  Katen,  now  96,  “Will  outlive 
us  all.” 

Mehl  Update 

An  article  in  the  December  28, 
1998,  issue  of  the  Business 
Press  of  Fort  Worth  mentioned 
the  building  that  was  home  for 
the  B.  Max  Mehl  coin  company. 
The  building  is  being  remodeled 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1.5 
million.  It  is  in  the  city’s  Fair- 
mount  Historical  District  and  on 
the  highly  significant  endan- 
gered list. 

Sphinx  Society 

An  article  in  The  Asylum  had 
Randolph  Zander  describing  Ray 
Byrne  as  the  founder  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Sphinx  club.  The  club  re- 
mains active  without  officers, 
committees  or  business  meetings. 

A Curious  Coin  of  1652 

This  quote  comes  from  the  May 
1865  issue  of  The  Historical 
Magazine: 

“Can  any  of  the  readers  of 
The  Historical  Magazine  throw 
any  light  upon  the  origin  or  his- 
tory of  the  following  curious 
coin,  which  was  dug  up  in  the 
town  of  Norton  by  Mr.  Briggs  a 
few  years  since.  It  bears  upon 
the  obverse  the  impression  of 
two  distinct  punches  — one  giv- 
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ing  the  date  1652;  the  other  the 
figures  VIII,  surmounted  by  a 
lion.  Below  the  Roman  numerals 
is  the  letter  S between  two  dots. 

“Upon  the  Reverse,  there  is 
an  impress  of  the  figure  XII, 
underneath  which  is  a shield 
between  two  dots.  The  planchet 
is  the  same  size  and  bears  a 
similar  resemblance  to  the  N.E. 
shilling,  but  is  of  copper. 

“This  coin  has  recently 
come  into  the  possession  and  is 
now  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 
George  T.  Paine  of  this  city.  The 
coin  bears  a decidedly  New 
England  appearance,  and  may 
have  been  struck  as  a trial  or 
pattern  piece  to  supply  the  want 
which  was  felt  at  that  time  for  a 
copper  currency. 

“Can  anyone  suggest  any- 
thing further  in  regard  to  this 
interesting  coin?” 

Ken  Bressett  came  up  with 
an  answer  134  years  after  the 
question  was  posed.  He  re- 
marked that  the  coin  was  a cop- 
per “8  maravedis”  of  Spain, 
found  with  countermarks  and 
popularly  known  as  the  “tat- 
tooed coins”  of  Spain.  They  fre- 
quently are  seen  at  less  than  $5. 


Another  Tidbit 

This  quote  comes  from  The 

Historical  Magazine  of  Novem- 
ber 1873: 

The  famous  sayings  of  great 
men  are,  one  by  one,  drop- 
ping from  sight.  The  last  to 
suffer  is  the  “Millions  for  de- 
fense, but  not  one  cent  for 
tribute.”  Nearly  80  years 
ago,  General  Pinckney,  then 
minister  to  France,  was 
informed  that  the  payment  of 
a certain  sum  might  settle 
the  diplomatic  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries;  and 
history  says  that  General 
Pinckney  indignantly  replied: 
“Millions  for  defense,  but  not 
a cent  for  tribute.” 

And  now  comes  a respect- 
able citizen  of  Charleston, 
S.C.,  and  shows,  by  indis- 
putable authority,  that  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Cossack-club, 
of  which  General  Pinckney 
was  a member,  the  latter  was 
asked  by  another  member 
whether  he  ever  made  such  a 
remark,  and  replied:  “No:  my 
answer  was  not  a flourish 
like  that,  but  simply,  ‘Not  a 
penny,  not  a penny.’”  # 
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The  Printer's  Devil 

— by  Joel  J.  Orosz 

A.P.  Wylie,  Keeper  of  the  Flame 


istorians  are  well  aware  of 
JLF  the  dangers  involved  in 
claiming  something  or  someone 
to  be  a “first.”  No  sooner  does 
one  do  it,  than  an  earlier  claim- 
ant comes  to  the  surface.  This 
has  certainly  been  the  case  with 
numismatic  literature  dealers, 
for  no  sooner  had  some  histori- 
an anointed  Frank  Katen  as  the 
first  of  the  breed  to  offer  litera- 
ture as  the  primary  stock  in 
trade  than  Katen  himself  ad- 
vanced W.C.  Sanders  of  New 
Haven  as  a predecessor.  Then 
NBS  member  Pete  Smith,  in  his 
“Names  in  Numismatics”  col- 
umn in  the  December  1997  is- 
sue of  The  Numismatist,  offered 
the  current  undisputed  “first” 
numismatic  literature  dealer, 
Charles  Rood  of  Detroit. 

If  we  stretch  the  definition  a 
bit,  however,  to  include  dealers 
whose  primary  focus  was  vend- 
ing coins  or  currency  but  who 
placed  a heavy  emphasis  on 
numismatic  literature,  then  the 
field  becomes  far  broader  and 
extends  farther  back.  The  first 
blockbuster  coin  auction,  the 
sale  of  the  A.C.  (John  W.)  Kline 
collection  in  1855,  contained  38 


lots  of  books  (see  this  space, 
Summer  1993),  and  he  later 
amassed  a hoard  of  old  auction 
catalogs.  Pioneering  coin  dealer 
Augustus  B.  Sage  once  con- 
ducted a numismatic  book  raffle 
(see  this  column,  Winter  1992). 
W.  Elliot  Woodward  saved  and 
sold  thousands  of  old  auction 
catalogs  (see  “The  Printer’s 
Devil,”  Fall  1994),  and  Lyman 
Low  was  among  the  first  to  offer 
fixed  price  lists  (starting  in 
1883)  and  even  auctions  (be- 
ginning in  1886)  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  numismatic  literature. 
Others  could  be  cited  as  well, 
including  the  brothers  Chap- 
man, Ed.  Frossard  and  William 
H.  Strobridge. 

One  of  these  19th-century 
dealers  presents  us  with  a para- 
dox, for  he  is  at  once  the  best 
and  least  remembered  of  the 
genre.  His  name  is,  at  the  same 
time,  synonymous  with  19th- 
century  numismatic  literature 
and  all  but  forgotten  as  a dealer 
in  such  material.  His  name  was 
Alexander  Parker  Wylie,  of  Illi- 
nois. According  to  Pete  Smith’s 
American  Numismatic  Biogra- 
phies, Wylie  was  born  the  year 
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the  Civil  War  began  (1861)  and 
lived  nearly  to  the  end  of  the 
Hoover  Administration  (1931). 
He  became  a collector  at  the 
tender  age  of  15  and  a dealer 
about  9 years  later. 

We  remember  Wylie  best,  of 
course,  as  the  owner  of  the 
“Wylie  Hoard”  of  catalogs,  a re- 
markable aggregation  of  nearly 
5,000  pieces  that  eventually 
was  dispersed  to  the  numismat- 
ic literature  fraternity  in  a series 
of  six  Frank  Katen  auctions 
from  1977  to  1979.  Both  Katen 
and  John  W.  Adams,  who  also 
was  involved  in  the  hoard’s 
coming  to  market,  have  ably 
told  the  story  of  the  grouping 
that  undoubtedly  was  begun  by 
W.  Elliot  Woodward,  in  articles 
published  in  The  Asylum  (Win- 
ter 1989  and  Winter  1993). 

While  most  numismatic  bib- 
liophiles remember  Wylie  as  a 
hoarder,  few  know  he  was  also 
a currency  and  literature  dealer. 
The  reason  for  this  obscurity  is, 
ironically,  that  Wylie  produced 
few  catalogs  himself.  According 
to  Martin  Gengerke’s  American 
Numismatic  Auctions,  Wylie 
conducted  no  auction  sales,  and 
his  coin  collection  was  sold  in 
four  M.H.  Bolender  sales  (num- 
bers 100,  101,  103  and  1 12, 
from  1935  to  1937).  Wylie’s 
only  known  output  consisted  of 
fixed  price  lists,  of  which  he 
apparently  produced  at  least 
seven  or  eight. 

Unfortunately,  very  few  of 


these  lists  seem  to  have  sur- 
vived. The  only  ones  that  have 
appeared  in  recent  years,  ac- 
cording to  Charles  Davis’  Amer- 
ican Numismatic  Auctions,  are 
“No.  7 Price  List  of  Paper  Money,” 
and  an  “unnumbered  Price  List 
of  Paper  Money,”  neither  dated, 
but  from  internal  evidence,  pub- 
lished around  World  War  1.  An 
examination  of  each  sheds 
some  light  on  this  forgotten 
aspect  of  Wylie’s  career. 

The  “No.  7”  Price  List  was 
produced  in  1916  or  later,  as 
evidenced  by  Wylie’s  offering  of 
a “priced  coin  auction  cat. 
1916”  for  40  cents.  The  price 
list  is  a modest,  single  sheet 
measuring  63/4-inches  high  by 
872-inches  wide,  made  into  a 
trifold  63/4-inches  high  by  27/s- 
inches  wide. 

This  list  is  mainly  as  billed — 
an  offering  of  paper  money, 
fractional  currency,  Confederate 
currency,  encased  postage 
stamps,  Colonial  and  Continen- 
tal currency,  and  broken  bank 
bills.  A box  at  the  bottom,  how- 
ever, offers  a special  list  of 
coins  and  Wylie’s  statement:  “1 
carry  a large  line  of  American 
coins.”  The  last  24  lots,  under 
the  heading  “miscellaneous,” 
offer  a glimpse  of  the  range  of 
Wylie’s  extensive  holdings  of 
numismatic  literature. 

Thirteen  of  the  24  lots  offer 
publications,  including  the  pre- 
viously mentioned  priced  cata- 
log from  1916.  Two  entries 
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show  that  Wylie  was  energeti- 
cally attempting  to  reduce  the 
size  of  his  hoard;  one  offers  100 
“auction  coin”  catalogs  before 
1890,  including  priced  catalogs, 
at  $2.50  postpaid,  while  the 
other  offers  100  catalogs  from 
1859  to  1915,  including  priced 
versions,  “listed  at  six  dollars” 
for  $3  postpaid.  Nor  was  this  3- 
cents-per-catalog  deal  the  only 
bargain.  One  of  the  lots  offered 
four  bound  volumes  of  The 
numismatist  for  $4,  and  another 
described  a single  volume,  un- 
bound, for  75  cents. 

As  the  last  two  lots  illus- 
trate, Wylie’s  economy  of  des- 
cription tended  toward  the 
downright  miserly:  two  other 
offerings  include  “Woodward 
coin  auction  catalog  twenty-five 
cents”  and  “Frossard  coin  auc- 
tion twenty  cents.”  This  terse- 
ness is  maddening  when  one 
notes  that  another  lot  offers 
“1856-Coin  auction,  100  pages, 
fifty  cents.”  Emmanuel  Joseph 
Attinelli,  in  his  classic  work  fiu- 
misgraphics,  lists  a mere  seven 
auctions  for  1856,  the  largest  of 
which  is  only  four  pages  long. 
Did  Wylie  have  an  unlisted  and 
currently  unknown  major  ante- 
bellum coin  sale  catalog?  Could 
it  have  been  a copy  of  the  1856 
Winslow  J.  Howard  Collection 
sale  mentioned  in  Charles  Ira 
Bushnell’s  Arrangement  of 
Tradesmen’s  Cards  ...  but  not 
listed  in  N umisgraphics? 

I suspect,  however,  that  the 


“1856”  date  recorded  by  Wylie 
is  an  error  and  should  read 
“1855.”  According  to  Attinelli, 
the  Kline  sale  from  that  date 
mentioned  earlier  contained  92 
pages,  and  its  addenda  (which 
was  bound  into  Attinelli’s  copy), 
consisted  of  eight  pages.  If 
Wylie  was  offering  a copy  of  the 
catalog  for  the  Kline  sale,  it  was 
a rare  item,  but  not  the  major 
“find”  of  a Howard  catalog. 

The  “Price  List  of  Paper 
Money”  is  exactly  identical  to 
the  “No.  7 List”  in  size  and  gen- 
eral format.  It  offers  much  of  the 
same  material  as  well:  fraction- 
al, Confederate,  Colonial,  and 
Continental  currency,  as  well  as 
broken  bank  bills.  There  are, 
however,  significant  differences. 
In  the  Price  List,  Wylie’s  address 
is  given  as  Troy  Grove,  Illinois, 
while  in  the  No.  7 Price  List,  it  is 
listed  as  Wheaton,  Illinois.  The 
typefaces  differ  as  well,  and  that 
in  the  Price  List  appears  to  be 
somewhat  earlier  in  style  from 
that  in  the  No.  7 Price  List. 

The  introduction  to  the  Price 
List  of  Paper  Money  shares 
some  interesting  biographical 
details  about  Mr.  Wylie:  “We 
have  been  over  twenty-five 
years  in  the  coin  business”  (this 
would  date  the  list  to  about 
1910),  he  begins,  and  by  way  of 
reference  asserts,  “we  are  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Triumph  III.,  four  miles  from 
Troy  Grove.”  This  document 
also  reveals  Wylie  to  be  a librar- 
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ian,  for  a list  of  13  lots  of  cata- 
logs under  the  heading  of 
“archaeological”  collections 
concludes  with,  “Any  of  these 
catalogs,  priced,  loaned  ten 
days  for  fifteen  cents.”  Cinder 
the  heading  “Coin  Auction 
Catalogs,”  Wylie  offers  37  lots 
assigned  reference  numbers  in 
ascending,  but  not  necessarily 
sequential,  order  (commencing 
with  18  and  ending  with  106). 
No  great  rarities  are  offered, 
with  the  most  notable  lot  being 
number  95,  “a  Vicksburg,  Miss, 
col.  1888.” 

The  introduction  to  this  sec- 
tion, on  the  other  hand,  does 
yield  significant  information. 
“We  have  the  largest  stock 
of  coin  auction  catalogs  in  the 
CI.S.  ...”  Wylie  begins,  and  this 
was  probably  true,  although 
Wylie’s  contemporary  Henry 
Chapman  possessed  a signifi- 
cant hoard  that  probably  was 
begun  by  John  W.  Kline  (see 
your  columnist’s  The  Curious 
Case  of  the  Coin  Collectors 
Kline,  Bowers  and  Merena  Little 
Editions,  p.17).  Wylie  offered 
100  unpriced  catalogs  prior  to 
1900  for  $2.50  postpaid,  or  50 
different  for  $1.60.  He  noted, 
“We  also  sell  unpriced  cats,  and 
furnish  copy  prices  very  cheap.” 
Finally,  he  offered  an  ongoing 
prices- real ized  service:  “For 
your  unpriced  catalogs  that  you 
received  from  time  to  time,  we 
will  send  you  copy  prices  at  fifty 
percent  discount.” 


This  section  also  contains 
corroboration  of  John  W.  Adams’ 
identification  of  W.  Elliot  Wood- 
ward as  the  original  source  of 
the  Wylie  Hoard.  While  A.F. 
Wylie  doesn’t  quite  name  Wood- 
ward as  his  source,  he  does 
offer  such  a vast  selection  of  the 
Roxbury  apothecary’s  stock  that 
it  does  suggest  he  had  secured 
the  remainders:  “Woodward  was 
the  greatest  cataloger  of  the 
past,  and  we  here  quote  some 
of  his  leading  sales  at  fifteen 
cents  each;  and  for  twelve  cents 
we  will  furnish  you  with  a copy 
to  price  them  with.  We  also 
sell  complete  priced  copies 
new  cheap.” 

These  two  lists  document 
that  A.P.  Wylie  was  more  than  a 
hoarder;  he  was  a significant 
numismatic  literature  dealer  of 
his  time.  This  moonlighting 
banker  handled  notable  pieces 
as  well  as  bulk  lots  and  did 
much  to  preserve  information 
about  sales  by  means  of  copy- 
ing lists  of  prices  realized.  Most 
significant,  however,  the  lists 
demonstrate  that  Wylie  was  a 
key  figure  in  what  might  be 
called  the  “medieval  era”  of 
numismatic  literature:  the  20 
years  or  so  on  either  side  of  the 
year  1900,  when  few  were  inter- 
ested in  the  literature  of  Ameri- 
can numismatics.  A.P.  Wylie 
deserves  our  thanks  for  the 
leading  part  he  took  during  that 
time,  in  keeping  alive  the  flame 
of  numismatic  knowledge.  * 
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Between  the  Covers 

— by  Colonel  Bill  Murray,  NLG 


3unk.  No  one  collects  junk.  Call 
it  ephemera,  and  maybe  it 
becomes  collectable. 

Ephemera  for  book  collectors 
may  be  material  related  to  the 
book,  the  author,  the  subject  mat- 
ter, or  anything  the  owner  or 
bookseller  consider  of  sufficient 
interest  to  be  kept  with  the 
book.  A prices  realized  list,  not 
published  as  a bound-in  portion 
of  a catalog,  could  be  consid- 
ered ephemeral;  however,  be- 
cause of  its  importance  as  a 
catalog  adjunct,  it  might  be  con- 
sidered an  essential  component 
of  the  document. 

But  ...  suppose  a copy  of 
Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents,  1793- 
1857  includes  a letter  from  Jack 
Collins  to  Walter  discussing  plans 
for  the  superb  photographic 
illustrations.  Ephemeral,  yes,  but 
surely  an  exciting  addition  to  be 
laid  in  the  book.  How  about  a 
letter  from  and  photo  of  Armand 
Champa  placed  in  the  auction 
catalog  for  the  sale  of  his  library; 
or  a series  of  hand-written,  criti- 
cal notes  by  Andrew  Pollock  in  a 
copy  of  Judd's  United  States 
Pattern,  Experimental  and  Trial 
Pieces ; or  a list  of  current  refer- 
ences that  supplement,  or  com- 


plement, Bett's  American  Colo- 
nial History  Illustrated  by  Con- 
temporary Medals ; or  (an  actual 
example)  the  mimeographed 
War  Department  letter  that  de- 
classified the  G.S.  Army's  Tech- 
nical Manual,  Foreign  Exchange 
Guide — ephemeral  to  the  subject 
matter,  but  hardly  ephemeral  to 
the  legality  of  owning  and  shar- 
ing the  book;  or  ... 

I could  go  on.  As  Ian  C.  Ellis 
says  in  his  Book  Finds,  How  to 
Find,  Buy,  and  Sell  Used  and 
Rare  Books,  “The  possibilities 
are  endless,  and  so  are  the 
chances  for  the  avid  collector 
and  dealer.” 

Ephemeral  items  often  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  book.  It 
depends,  of  course,  on  what  the 
item  is.  Proof  of  this  enhance- 
ment is  easily  seen  if  you  exam- 
ine the  auction  catalogs  of  any  of 
our  NBS  dealer  friends,  you  may 
find  copies  of  two  identical 
books,  one  of  which  has  ephem- 
eral matter  offered,  the  other 
without.  Check  the  price  esti- 
mates for  the  two  books  ... 

You  can  have  fun  searching 
for  ephemeral  items  you  con- 
sider interesting,  useful  or  val- 
uable additions  to  the  books  on 
your  shelves.  For  example,  I 
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have  inserted  bits  of  biographical 
information  clipped  from  various 
publications  in  Pete  Smith's 
American  Numismatic  Biogra- 
phies. Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colo- 
nial Coins  contains  errors  for 
which  other  authorities  have 


published  corrections.  1 clip 
those  articles  to  lay  in  at  appro- 
priate places. 

Ephemera  or  junk,  call  it  what 
you  will.  It  can  be  fun,  interesting 
and  valuable  both  for  informa- 
tion and  dollars  in  a sale.  ^ 


Booh  Review: 

The  Soho  Mint  and  the 
Industrialization  of  Money 

— by  Richard  Doty 


In  1786  copper  coinage  was 
struck  for  the  Island  of  Sumatra 
on  screw  presses  in  a warehouse 
near  London,  supplied  by  the 
British  East  India  Company. 
These  coppers  had  a rather  plain 
design,  nothing  more  than  the 
denomination  in  Arabic  on  one 
side  and  the  East  India  Company 
balemark  on  the  other.  In  1849 
an  Australian  grocery  concern 
commissioned  a copper  token. 
The  piece  was  struck  using  a 
stea  m - powered  press  and  a 
closed  collar  die.  This  token  had 
a raised  rim,  low  relief,  and  a 
crisp,  clean  look.  Furthermore, 
each  piece  was  identical  in  size 
and  weight. 

As  different  as  these  two 
seem,  they  are  as  connected  as 
night  and  day.  The  connection,  as 


you  might  have  guessed,  is  the 
Soho  Mint  of  Boulton  and  Watt. 

Events  surrounding  these 
pieces,  and  what  happened  to 
the  Mint  between  their  existence 
is  the  subject  of  the  latest  book 
by  Dr.  Richard  Doty,  The  Soho 
Mint  and  the  Industrialization  of 
Money.  Described  by  Doty  as 
“The  biography  of  a mint,”  the 
book  concerns  itself  with  one 
aspect  of  the  Industrial  Revolu- 
tion and  two  of  its  chief  actors — 
Matthew  Boulton  and  James 
Watt — and  their  part  in  reforming 
the  coining  industry  and  develop- 
ing the  first  modern  assembly 
line  manufacturing  process. 

This  book  takes  the  reader 
step  by  step  through  the  process 
that  Boulton  and  Watt  used  to 
achieve  their  goal  of  bringing  the 
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coining  industry  into  modern 
times  and  sharing  the  resulting 
technology  with  the  world. 

As  the  title  implies,  there  are 
really  two  stories  in  the  book. 
One  is  about  the  Mint,  the  other 
about  the  coins.  Doty  skillfully 
ties  the  two  together. 

Biographical  information 
about  Boulton  and  Watt  is  pre- 
sented in  the  introduction.  A 
chapter  on  the  overall  back- 
ground of  the  Soho  Mint  follows, 
and  then  a series  of  chapters, 
one  for  each  country  that  ob- 
tained a mint  from  Boulton’s  firm. 

Of  special  interest  is  a chap- 
ter detailing  failed  efforts  by 
Boulton  and  Watt  to  establish 
mints  in  and  strike  coins  for  some 
countries.  Some  of  these  at- 
tempts are  quite  surprising,  and 
as  Dr.  Doty  writes,  “formed  a part 
of  Soho’s  history  and  should  be 
available  to  the  interested  read- 
er.” It  has  been  said  that  failure 
breeds  success,  and  this  idea  is 
no  less  true  here.  For  the  collec- 
tor, the  last  chapter  contains 
information  about  what  Soho 
struck  in  the  manner  of  coins, 
tokens  and  medals. 

The  book  is  well  illustrated 
with  halftone  illustrations  of  the 
Soho  Mint,  other  sites  that  figured 
in  Soho’s  history,  and  especially 
the  coins  and  tokens.  Many  of 
these  are  taken  from  Doty’s  own 
collection,  with  some  housed  in 
the  cabinets  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Soceity. 


Instead  of  footnotes,  which 
tend  to  distract  some  readers, 
Doty  lists  his  sources  in  a more 
scholarly  end-note  format.  Docu- 
mentation is  replete  with  quotes 
from  Boulton’s  own  papers  and 
other  printed  material.  Doty  also 
obtained  assistance  from  noted 
experts.  Much  has  been  written 
about  Boulton  and  Watt  and  their 
contributions  to  the  Industrial 
Revolution  and  American  coin- 
age, but  this  is  the  first  book  to 
present  the  whole  history  of  the 
Soho  Mint  and  truly  put  the  con- 
tributions of  Boulton  and  Watt 
into  proper  historical  perspective. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  long 
after  the  actors  are  gone,  the  play 
remains.  So  it  is  here.  After  Boul- 
ton and  Watt  have  been  gone  for 
almost  200  years,  we  still  have 
their  coins  and  tokens  to  hold  and 
enjoy,  coins  that  are  direct  fore- 
runners of  each  and  every  coin 
we  hold  today,  metallic  reminders 
of  the  scene  of  the  greatest  devel- 
opments in  technological  history. 
These  are,  as  Dr.  Doty  appropri- 
ately states,  lasting  impressions 
in  both  senses  of  the  word. 

Priced  at  $90  plus  shipping 
and  handling,  The  Soho  Mint  and 
the  Industrialization  of  Money 
can  be  purchased  from  Charles 
Davis  Numismatic  Literature, 
P.O.  Box  547,  Wenham,  MA 
01984.  The  book  is  published  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  The 
British  Numismatic  Society  and 
Spink  & Son. 

— Carl  C.  Honore 
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The  Money  Tree 

is  accepting  consignments 
of  numismatic  iiterature 
for  upcoming  mail  bid  sales. 

We  also  purchase  material, 
whether  a single  book  or  an 
entire  library. 

Our  November  1999  public  auction, 
held  at  the  Michgan  State  coin  show, 
features  the  numismatic  library  of  the 
late  Ken  Lowe. 

THE  MONEY  TREE 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 

Phone:  (440)  333-3444 
Fax:  (440)  333-4463 

Myron  and  Daryl  Xenos 
David  and  Sherry  Sklow 

www.moneytreecoin.com 
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T^arry  Bass  vs.  the  Fuld  Library 

by  George  Fuld 


j^\  s I think  John  Adams  stated,  when  1 collected  numismatic 
• JL  books,  catalogs  and  anything  in  print,  between  1949  and 
1970,  I purchased  or  traded  for  anything  that  would  be  of  possi- 
ble interest.  I also  found  that  1 had  to  bind  everything  as  soon  as 
possible,  or  they  would  get  misplaced.  This  included  the  Scrap- 
book, AJN,  Elder  Monthly,  Mehl’s,  Numismatist  (including  what  1 
had  from  1888  to  1893)  and  of  course  auction  catalogs. 

In  1970  we  were  living  in  Cherry  Hill,  Mew  Jersey,  and  the 
library  occupied  two  full  bedrooms  (shades  of  Armand  C.).  We 
made  the  decision  to  move  to  Baltimore  and  go  into  the  stamp 
and  coin  business,  and  reluctantly  we  decided  to  sell  the  library.  1 
contacted  Harry  Bass,  who  1 knew  somewhat  well,  and  he  said  he 
would  be  in  Mew  York  at  the  AMS  the  next  week,  and  would  come 
to  Cherry  Hill  on  Wednesday.  Wednesday  came  and  went,  and  no 
Harry.  I called  Dallas,  reached  Harry,  and  he  said  he  simply  for- 
got. He  hopped  a plane  almost  the  next  day,  flew  into  Philadel- 
phia and  was  at  our  apartment  the  following  Monday.  1 still  was 
working,  and  Harry  spent  the  next  two  days  going  over  the 
library.  When  I arrived  home  in  the  evening,  1 would  price  what  I 
thought  the  books  were  worth,  came  up  with  a total  at  the  end, 
gave  discount  for  the  lot  and  asked  about  $25,000  for  the  lot  (as 
1 recall). 

Harry  said  he  would  go  home  and  think  about  it,  and  a day 
later,  I received  a two-page  telegram  offering  me  about  one  half 
what  I asked. 

My  response  by  return  mail  was  that  the  books  would  go  to 
public  auction  with  Frank  Katen  (the  only  game  in  town),  and  he 
could  buy  what  he  wanted  at  the  two  auction  sales. 

My  wife  and  I rented  a truck,  packed  the  books  in  boxes  (it 
was  a full  truck)  and  drove  them  to  Frank’s  house,  where  we 
unloaded  and  completely  filled  Frank’s  family  room  with  cartons. 

Frank  wrote  the  two  sales,  which  were  held  on  August  15 
(mostly  the  books),  and  Movember  27-28,  1971  (mostly  auction 
sales),  at  the  Sheraton  Silver  Spring,  Maryland,  which  took  much 
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Harry  Bass  vs.  the  Champa  Library  (continued) 


effort,  as  this  was  well  before  the  advent  of  word  processors.  The 
audience  was  sparse,  but  Harry  was  there,  along  with  about  a 
dozen  other  buyers.  1 did  not  bid  on  any  books,  as  1 agreed  to  sell 
them  fully  unreserved.  However,  I sat  next  to  Harry  with  a num- 
ber of  phoned-in  bid  sheets,  including  John  Ford  and  Eric 
Newman.  When  the  smoke  settled,  Harry  spent  around  $20,000 
and  obtained  about  one-third  of  the  library.  After  that,  Harry 
never  dickered  one  iota  on  anything  I ever  sold  him  over  the  next 
few  years. 

As  a matter  of  curiosity,  the  two  sales  grossed  about 
$43,000,  and  Armand  said  they  would  bring  well  over  $500,000 
in  today’s  world.  Who  would  have  thought  it?  # 


r 


AUCTION  CATALOGS 
Thousands  in  stock  at  reasonable  prices. 
Specializing  in  U.S.  sales. 


n 


A copy  of  our  latest  list  is  available  for  $3.00 

Also,  we  are  interested  in  buying  1 9th  Century 
catalogues,  and  Prices  Realized  lists  prior  to  1940. 


GREAT  AMERICAN  SALES 

Karl  Moulton 

PO  BOX  1 073  CONGRESS,  AZ  85332  520-427-3567 

E-mail:  karlmoulton@worldnet.att.net 
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YOanted  -fjoi  Outtl^kt  <£>u*z ckasc 


• Out-of-print  standard  references  on  ancient  and  modern  numismatics 
• Antiquarian  books  printed  before  1800 
• Fine  bindings 


YyeLUnrj 


• We  have  a good  stock  of  out-of-print  books  and  selected  in-print  titles 
• Database  list  of  more  than  1000  books  and  catalogs  on  ancient  and 
medieval  numismatics  available  for  $5 


books  from  stock: 


1)  Bailly,  Alain:  La  Cote  des  Monnaies  Francises  en  or  de  Philippe  IV 
a la  IIIe  Republique.  La  Rochelle:  AB  Finance,  1997.  137  pages  + text 
illustrations.  Also  includes  a reprint  of  the  title  page  and  12  plates  from 
Le  Blanc’s  1690  work  titled:  Traite  Flistorique  des  Monnoyes  de  France. 
Octavo,  card  covers,  new.  Values,  including  recent  auction  record 
citations,  for  each  coin  in  up  to  six  grades.  $33.  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 

2)  Castenholtz  and  Sons  Numismatic  Booksellers:  The  Numismatic 

Messenger.  Pacific  Palisades,  California.  Complete  set:  Vol.  1,  No.  1 
through  Vol.  2,  No.  1 1/12  (Jan.  1971  through  Dec.  1972).  24  numbers 
in  23  issues.  Octavo,  card  covers.  A quality  publication  offering 
authoritative  articles,  coins  for  sale,  and  their  specialty,  new  and  second- 
hand books.  We  have  sold  these  in  the  past  for  $40-50.  We  have  pur- 
chased the  entire  remaining  hoard  and  can  offer  as  new  complete  sets 
for  $30.  We  have  a very  few  sets,  in  a single  red  cloth  volume,  priced  at 
$50.  Prices  include  postage  in  the  U.S.;  outside  the  U.S.  add  $5. 

Qohn  3^.  T^ct^mtxn  A!  umisnuxtic  jZitctatute 


4223  Iroquois  Ave.  / Lakewood,  CA  90713  / USA 
Tel:  562-421-0171  • Fax:  562-421-2208 
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UTore  on  Budes  Ee  FIsse 

by  William  Malkmus 


Jn  a stimulating  article,  “Guillaume  Bude  1467-1540”  ( The 
Asylum,  vol.  XI,  no.  4),  author  Pete  Smith  refers  to  Bude’s 
text,  De  Asse  et  Partibus  Eius...,  as  having  gone  through  at  least 
16  Latin  editions  as  well  as  others  in  translation  subsequent  to 
its  original  publication  in  1514.  The  purpose  of  this  note  is  to 
point  out  that  Bude’s  book  had  a publishing  history  longer  than 
might  have  been  suspected,  and  that  it  may  be  accessible  to 
Asylum  readers  who  might  be  unaware  of  this  fact. 

The  University  of  California’s  local  library  system  does  not 
have  a copy  of  Bude’s  book,  either  bound  or  on  microfilm. 
However,  it  does  have  microfilm  copies  of  a book  purportedly 
by  John  Selden  (1584-1654),  and  entitled  Liber  de  Nummis — in 
short  form — the  complete  title  is  given  on  the  title  page.  (See 
Figure  1 below). 


ftmjmms  sbldenia**.* 


N V M M I S. 


IOHANN1S  SELDENI 


D« 


BIBLIOTHECA  NUMMARY, 


ANTIQVA  TECVNIA 


BIBLIOTHECA  N VMM  ARIA* 


DR  MONETIS,  PONDEJURVS,  aT  MENSVItlS, 

AD  HVNC  VSQVl  ANN  VM  (CMMIITNT. 
iv  XTA  EX  t M t L A * • EDI  N 1 V A Cl  NSE 
Avua  <b  be  LXXXV. 


PRETJO  El  VS,  QVJE  NVMC  EST  IN  VtY. 


BLENCH VS  AVCTORVM, 
A” 

DE  ANTIQVIS  N VMIS  M AT1BVS, 
HE  DR  AXIS,  GAAECIS,  ROMANIS; 


L O / 7C/. 

ProAtflCTcnileitpud  Mtfim  hrr,  tA  knfi*oe  A^tlt  ia 
p tamli  octrrutt rui.  M.  DC.  L5CXV. 


Figure  1 . Title  page  of  "John 
Selden,"  Liber  de  Nummis , 

1 685  edition. 


Figure  3.  Bude's  "De  Asse..." 
starting  on  page  95  of  1 685 
Liber  de  Nummis. 
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More  om  Bude’s  De  Asse  ...(continued) 

Let  us  examine  the  contents  of  the  1685  edition  of  this  work 
(with  names  as  given  in  their  Latinized  forms): 


Pages 

1 

Contents 

Title  page  to  volume  dated  1685  (“MDCLXXXV”) 

2 

(blank) 

3 

lohannes  Seldenus,  “Liber  de  Nummis”: 
Dedication  (signed  1.  S.,  May  1642) 

4 

Lectori,  signed  “J.  H.” 

5-20 

“Liber  de  Nummis”  text 

21 

Philippus  Labbe,  “Bibliotheca  Nummaria”: 
Title  page  (undated) 

22-49 

Part  I 

50-94 

Part  11 

95 

96 

97-102 

103-207 

208-84 

285-379 

380-490 

491-716 

Gulielmus  Budaeus,  “De  Asse  ...” 

Title  page,  dated  1690  (sic:  “MDCXC”) 

(blank) 

Preface,  dated  1514  (“M.D.X1V”) 

Book  1 
Book  11 
Book  III 
Book  IV 
Book  V 

717-22 

723-843 

744-802 

Indices,  Appendices  (unpaginated): 
Index  Autorum  (“L.  de  N.”,  “B.  N.”) 

Glossary  (“De  Asse  ...”) 

Index  Rerum  (“De  Asse  ...”) 

It  is  apparent  that  Bude’s  text  is  a major  portion  (over  three 
fourths)  of  this  volume.  Figure  2 shows  the  transition  from  the 
end  of  the  text  at  page  94  to  the  title  page  of  Bude’s  “De  Asse 
which  consumes  the  next  622  pages  of  the  volume. 

This  publication,  dated  1685,  is  described  in  the  catalog 
entry  as  a “literary  imposture,  noting  it  to  be  a reissue  of  the 
1579  edition  of  a work  of  the  same  name  by  Alessandro  Sardi 
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More  on  Bcjde’s-  De  Asse  ...(continued) 
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Figure  2.  Title  page  of  "John  Selden,"  Liber  de  Nummis,  1 675  edition. 


(1520-88).  This  harsh  comment  (a  diverting  side  issue,  but  not 
of  prime  concern  here)  applies  only  to  the  18-page  “Liber  de 
Nummis”  section.  The  sections  by  Labbe  and  Bude  are  clearly 
attributed  correctly  in  the  text,  although  not  on  the  title  page  of 
the  volume. 

The  Bibliotheca  Nummaria  of  Philippe  Labbe  (1607-67)  is 
noted  as  first  having  been  published  in  1653.  It  was  also  in- 
cluded in  an  earlier  edition  of  Liber  de  Nummis,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  contain  Bude’s  De  Asse...,  although  the  book  had 
the  same  lengthy  title  (see  Figure  3)  as  the  much  larger  1685 
edition.  This  1675  edition  represented  the  first  publication  of 
Liber  de  Nummis  under  the  name  of  John  Selden,  who  had  died 
some  two  decades  previously,  and  had  not  yet  been  born  when 
Liber  de  Nummis  was  first  published.  The  real  John  Selden  was 
an  erudite,  if  eccentric,  scholar  who  produced  many  publica- 
tions in  his  lifetime. 
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More  on  Bcjde’s  De  Asse  ...(continued) 


The  naive  present-day  numismatic  bibliophile  cannot  help 
wondering  about  the  marketing  decisions  that  were  made  in  the 
16th-  and  17th-century  printing  industry:  Just  who  comprised 
the  potential  readership  of  800-page  Latin  tomes  on  esoteric 
studies  into  ancient  economics;  why  would  such  a volume  be 
padded  with  a 600-odd-page  work  by  an  earlier  eminent  schol- 
ar unacknowledged  on  the  cover  or  title  page;  and  did  many 
wealthy  people  (literate  or  not)  simply  buy  new  books  as  they 
were  produced  to  line  their  bookshelves?  Fortunately  for  us, 
such  publications  appear  to  have  been  or  to  have  been  thought 
to  be  viable  commercial  enterprises.  y 


Get  on  Lranl  with  The  E-Sylum 

the  weekly  e-mail  newsletter  of  the 
Numismatic  bibliomania  Society 

Hundreds  of  bibliophiles  around  the  U.5.  and  the 
world  subscribe  to  this  free  publication,  containing 
news  and  information  about  NE3S 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 

To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NE35  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 
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The  Development  of  the  Coin  Alburn 
Part  Four  (continued) 

by  David  W.  Lange 


This  installment  continues  from  the  last  issue  Part  Four  of 
the  saga  of  Whitman  coin  folders  with  a look  at  some  of  the 
company’s  lesser-known  products.  The  DELUXE  COIN  COLLEC- 
TION folders  feature  covers  that  have  the  same  grained  cardstock 
used  for  the  ALL-IN-ONE  line,  but  with  dark  brown  paper  in  place 
of  green.  Each  folder’s  spine  includes  a catalog  number  which  is 
printed  with  the  numbers  stacked  vertically  to  read  top-to-bot- 
tom,  while  the  older  edition  reads  left-to-right  and  was  printed 
parallel  to  the  spine.  Inside,  the  DELUXE  COIN  COLLECTION  folder 
is  printed  in  brown  ink  on  cream  facing  paper  with  tan  backing 
paper.  The  paper  endflap  of  each  folder  is  an  exact  reprinting  of 
that  used  for  the  CURRENT  ISSUES  COIN  COLLECTION,  and  only 
the  product’s  title  has  been  changed. 

Once  again,  these  folders  were  not  advertised.  I have  no 
information  about  them,  nor  do  1 recall  having  seen  them  on  sale 
at  that  time.  1 imagine  they  must  have  been  priced  at  around  $2 
or  slightly  more.  Six  titles  were  offered,  and  these  included  all 
current  coin  types  save  for  the  Eisenhower  Dollar  series.  Unlike 
the  CURRENT  ISSUES  COIN  COLLECTION  folders,  this  line  included 
the  silver  issues  of  each  series,  which  were  otherwise  current  in 
clad  form,  such  as  the  Roosevelt  dime.  The  only  exception  is 
made  for  the  Washington  quarter  series,  in  which  two  separate 
folders  were  produced  for  the  silver  and  clad  issues,  respectively. 

Sadly  for  Whitman,  this  concept  was  no  more  viable  in  1977 
than  it  had  been  five  years  earlier,  and  this  line  of  folders  rapidly 
disappeared  into  obscurity.  Despite  having  been  printed  just  20 
years  ago,  these  folders  are  exceedingly  rare  today.  There  must 
have  been  just  a single  print  run,  yet  I’ve  managed  to  acquire  five 
of  the  six  titles. 

Since  its  apparent  failure  with  the  DELUXE  COIN  COLLECTION 
line  in  1977,  Whitman  has  been  content  to  rely  on  its  traditional 
blue  folders  to  capture  the  low-cost  market  for  coin  folders.  As 
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The  Development  of  the  Coin  Album  (continued) 


PlastiClad  (1956-62) 

All  boards  measure  7 inches  wide  x 9 inches  high.  Grained, 

green  face  paper  and  backing  paper,  sheathed  in  two,  inter- 

locking  plastic  shells.  Inscribed  “®1956  WHITMAN  PCJB.  CO. 

MADEINU.S.A.  RACINE,  WIS.” 

9101 

LINCOLN  CENTS  1909-1924 

9102 

LINCOLN  CENTS  1925-1939 

9103 

LINCOLN  CENTS  1940-1953 

9104 

LINCOLN  CENTS  1954  TO  DATE 

9150 

CENTS 

9111 

BUFFALO  NICKELS  1913-1924 

9112 

+ 

BUFFALO  NICKELS  1925-1938 

9106 

+ 

JEFFERSON  NICKELS  1938-1946 

9107 

+ 

JEFFERSON  NICKELS  1947  TO  DATE 

9151 

NICKELS 

9113 

+ 

MERCURY  DIMES  1916-1931 

9114 

+ 

MERCURY  DIMES  1934-1945 

9115 

+ 

ROOSEVELT  DIMES  1946  TO  DATE 

9152 

DIMES 

9153 

QUARTERS 

9154 

HALVES 

9125 

U.S.  MINT  SETS  (before  1956) 

9126 

U.S.  MINT  SETS  (starting  1956) 

9127 

U.S.  MINT  SETS  (no  captions) 

related  in  Parts  Two  and  Three  of  this  series,  a new  edition  of 
these  was  introduced  in  1978  and  remains  current  to  the  present 
day.  As  of  this  writing,  however,  Whitman  (now  a division  of 
Golden  Books)  has  announced  plans  to  modify  its  current  line  of 
folders  to  include  environmental  protection  features.  This  may 
result  in  yet  another  edition  to  collect. 

The  company’s  present  line  of  WHITMAN  CLASSIC  albums  was 
introduced  almost  simultaneously  as  a replacement  for  the  older 
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The  Development  of  the  Coin  Album  (continued) 


ALL-IN-ONE  (1958-65) 

All  folders  measure  7 inches  wide  x 9]A  inches  high. 

Grained,  green  covers  and  facing  paper,  with  slick,  green 

backing  paper.  First  page  inscribed  “©1958  WHITMAN  PUB. 

CO.  MADE  IN  U.S. A.  RACINE,  WIS.  ” 

9203 

+ 

FLYING  EAGLE-INDIAN  CENT 

9204 

+ 

LINCOLN  CENTS  (PSD) 

9206 

+ 

SHIELD-LIBERTY-BUFFALO  NICKELS  (PDS) 

9207 

+ 

JEFFERSON  NICKELS  (PSD) 

9207 

+ 

JEFFERSON  NICKELS  (factory-wrapped  bundle  of  six) 

9242 

+ 

BARBER  DIMES  (PDS) 

9210 

+ 

MERCURY-ROOSEVELT  DIMES  (PDS) 

9243 

BARBER  QUARTERS 

9244 

+ 

LIBERTY  STANDING  QUARTERS  (PDS) 

9215 

+ 

WASHINGTON  QUARTER  DOLLARS  (PDS) 

9245 

BARBER  HALF  DOLLARS 

9220 

+ 

LIBERTY  STANDING  HALF  DOLLARS  (PDS) 

9221 

+ 

FRANKLIN  HALF  DOLLARS 

9221 

+ 

FRANKLIN-KENNEDY  HALF-DOLLARS  (PDS) 

9211 

MORGAN  DOLLARS  1878-1885 

9212 

+ 

MORGAN  DOLLARS  1886-1894 

9213 

MORGAN  DOLLARS  1895-192 

9214 

PEACE  DOLLARS 

9240 

+ 

YEAR  MINT  SETS 

9241 

+ 

UNITED  STATES  TYPE  COLLECTION 

BOOKSHELF  line,  which  had  dominated  the  upper  end  of  the 
album  market  since  1961.  In  Part  Five,  I’ll  look  at  these  two  fine 
products  and  provide  a complete  listing  of  editions  and  titles. 

The  lists  presented  here  include  all  titles  I have  found  for  each 
of  the  four  Whitman  board/folder  lines  described  above.  There  is 
just  a single  edition  of  each.  The  ones  I actually  own  and  whose 
titles  I have  confirmed  are  marked  with  a plus  sign  (+).  * 
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The  Development  of  the  Coin  Album  (continued) 


CURRENT  ISSUES  COIN  COLLECTION  (1972) 

All  folders  measure  7 inches  wide  x 9 inches  high.  Grained , 
tan  cover,  with  cream  facing  paper  and  grained,  ivory 
backing  paper.  Endfiap  inscribed  “Copyright  ®1972  WEST- 
ERN PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC.,  RACINE,  WISCONSIN  Made 
in  a.S. A" 

9201  UNITED  STATES  CENTS  STARTING  1959 

9202  UNITED  STATES  NICKELS  STARTING  1965 

9203'  UNITED  STATES  DIMES  STARTING  1965 
92042  + UNITED  STATES  QUARTERS  STARTING  1965 

9205  + UNITED  STATES  HALF  DOLLARS  STARTING  1 964 

Notes: 

1.  Number  previously  used  for  ALL-IN-ONE  FLYING  EAGLE  — INDIAN  CENTS 

2.  Number  previously  used  for  ALL-IN-ONE  LINCOLN  CENTS 


DELUXE  COIN  COLLECTION  (1977) 

All  folders  measure  7' A inches  wide  x 9’ A inches  high. 
Grained,  brown  cover,  with  cream  facing  paper  and  tan 
backing  paper.  Endfiap  inscribed  “Copyright  © 1977  WEST- 
ERN PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC,  RACINE,  WISCONSIN  Made  in 
U.S.A.  ” 

9261  UNITED  STATES  CENTS  STARTING  1909 

9262  + UNITED  STATES  NICKELS  STARTING  1938 

9263  + UNITED  STATES  DIMES  STARTING  1946 

9264  + UNITED  STATES  QUARTERS  1932-1964 

9265  + UNITED  STATES  QUARTERS  STARTING  1965 

9266  + UNITED  STATES  HALF  DOLLARS  STARTING  1948 


FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 

ALWAYS  WANTED 

# it  & 

SPINK 

founded  1666 


5 KING.  STREET,  ST  JAMES'S 
LONDON  SWIY  6QS.  TEL:  0171  930  7888 
FAX:  0171  839  -4833  http://www.spinkandson.co.uk 
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Research  Rids:  Catalogs, 
RBS  Friends  S Serendipity 

by  Ed  Price 


This  article  describes  a research  experience  that  illustrates 
(1)  the  value  of  old  catalogs  to  research  of  current  inter- 
est, (2)  the  helpfulness  of  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
(NBS)  members,  particularly  Scott  Rubin  and  Michael  Sullivan, 
and  (3)  serendipity. 

Value  of  Catalogs 

In  October  1990,  I acquired  lot  #6,  a 1796  dime,  at  Stack’s  sale 
of  Alan  Lovejoy’s  dime  collection.  The  description  included: 

The  rarest  variety  of  the  year.  The  JR  Plate  coin.  Strong 
Extremely  Fine,  close  to  About  Uncirculated  in  terms  of  detail. 
Light  pinscratches,  mostly  on  the  obverse  ....  No  Mint  State 
examples  of  this  variety  are  known  to  date.  Col.  E.H.R.  Green 
Collection;  Harold  Bareford  Collection  (Stack’s  October  22, 
1981,  lot  132) 

I try  to  track  the  provenance  of  any  coin  1 own,  so  I was 
interested  in  learning  more  about  the  coin’s  history.  The  Bare- 
ford catalog  description  read  in  part,  “About  Uncirculated  with 
prooflike  surface.  Needle-sharp  in  strike  with  a few  old  light 
obverse  scratches  ....  Ex  Col.  Green,  Wayte  Raymond,  lot  395 
(graded  Brill.  Unc.),  date  unknown.” 

Fortunately,  Alan  Lovejoy  had  retained  the  Bareford  enve- 
lope. Of  much  greater  importance,  Bareford  had  retained  the 
Wayte  Raymond  envelope,  and  Alan  had  that,  too.  Stack’s 
included  both  envelopes  with  the  coin. 

The  Wayte  Raymond  envelope  was  to  prove  very  useful — it 
is  reproduced  on  the  next  page.  I believe  the  lighter  writing  was 
probably  on  the  envelope  when  Harold  Bareford  bought  the  coin 
and  that  the  darker  writing  is  likely  Bareford’s.  The  notation 
“#1”  is  in  pencil  and  probably  was  added  later — all  other  writing 
is  in  ink. 
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Research  Aids  (continued) 


That  was  what  I had 
in  1990.  I had  limited 
experience  with  numis- 
matic research.  I had 
not  yet  started  acquir- 
ing catalogs  or  other 
literature.  I had  joined 
the  John  Reich  Col- 
lectors Society,  but  was 
only  vaquely  aware  of 
the  NBS. 

Over  the  next  few 
years,  I looked  at  the 
few  Wayte  Raymond 
catalogs,  but  never  saw 
one  that  included  lot 
#395  as  a 1796  dime.  1 
was  not  making  much 
progress.  By  1995  I 
had  largely  given  up — 
although  I expected 
that  someday  1 would 
get  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  and 
look  through  its  Wayte 
Raymond  catalogs. 

Then  things  started  to  pick  up  a little.  At  the  Champa  Saie 
in  September  1995,  1 was  able  to  look  over  60  Wayte  Raymond 
catalogs.  Although  1 did  not  find  the  lot,  I believed  1 had  nar- 
rowed the  number  of  catalogs  down  to  the  few  not  in  that  sale. 
In  1996,  I attended  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  and  spent  many 
hours  in  the  library  on  this  and  other  research  projects.  1 still  did 
not  find  a Wayte  Raymond  catalog  with  lot  #395  as  a 1796 
dime;  however,  I did  take  a big  step  forward. 

I came  to  realize  that  even  though  the  envelope  had  Wayte 
Raymond’s  name  on  it,  the  sale  might  well  have  been  a 
Morgenthau  sale  that  Raymond  had  cataloged.  The  ANA  had 
many  Morgenthau  catalogs,  but  none  yielded  the  right  lot.  At 
that  stage,  I was  both  hopeful  and  discouraged. 
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Research  Aids  (continued) 


NBS  Friends 

The  next  step  on  my  critical  path  was  being  introduced  to 
Michael  Sullivan  by  Charlie  Horning.  Over  time,  I became  aware 
that  Michael  knew  a lot  about  Wayte  Raymond  material  (an 
understatement  if  ever  there  was  one!).  I told  Michael  my  tale 
and  sent  him  a copy  of  the  Wayte  Raymond  envelope  in  March 
1997.  He  had  several  suggestions,  two  of  which  were  critical: 

• From  the  address  on  the  envelope — 630  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
York — he  was  able  to  narrow  down  the  possible  Raymond  or 
Morgenthau  sales — and  he  checked  some  of  the  Raymond  cata- 
logs 1 had  not  seen. 

• He  suggested  1 ask  Scott  Rubin  for  help. 

In  July  1997,  1 went  back  to  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  and 
checked  the  catalogs  in  the  range  Michael  had  suggested.  I still 
did  not  find  the  right  one. 

At  the  ANA  convention  in  New  York  in  August  1997,  1 
asked  Scott  Rubin  if  he  had  any  suggestions.  After  the  show,  I 
sent  him  a letter  describing  the  puzzle  and  almost  immediately 
received  an  E-mail  from  Scott  indicating  that  lot  #395  in 
Morgenthau’s  1/27/43  sale  was  an  uncirculated  1796  dime. 

The  puzzle  seemed  to  be  solved.  Soon  after  that  I acquired 
the  catalog.  The  description  of  lot  #395  is  “’’Perfect  dies. 
Brilliant  uncirculated.” — identical  to  the  wording  on  the  enve- 
lope. The  puzzle  was  solved! 

At  the  ANA  meeting  in  Cincinnati  in  March  1998,  1 saw 
Michael  and  thanked  him  for  his  help — especially  for  leading 
me  to  Scott.  Soon  after,  Michael  provided  the  last  bit  of  missing 
information — lot  #395  realized  $23  at  the  Morgenthau  sale  in 
1943.  Bareford  presumably  also  paid  a buyer’s  fee — but  he  (his 
estate)  still  did  well  financially,  selling  the  coin  at  $8,000  to 
Alan  Lovejoy  in  1981.  The  compound  annual  rate  of  return  to 
Bareford  was  over  15%,  presumably  with  no  tax  on  the  gain. 
Alan  did  not  do  nearly  as  well  financially,  selling  the  coin 
in  1990  for  a hammer  bid  of  $9,500,  with  the  gain  being  tax- 
able. However,  Alan  had  the  enjoyment  of  owning  a rare  variety 
that  was  plated  in  the  book  he  co-authored.  Bareford  likely  did 
not  know  it  was  a rare  variety,  since  that  information  was 
not  readily  available  until  the  dime  book1  was  published  in 
late  1983. 
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Serendipity 

You  may  remember  the  introduction  to  this  article  and  wonder 
how  it  illustrates  serendipity.  Now,  for  the  rest  of  the  story... 

About  a month  after  I acquired  the  1/27/43  Morgenthau 
catalog,  1 realized  that  in  my  excitement  over  lot  #395,  I had 
not  looked  at  the  rest  of  the  catalog.  The  real  prize — and  the 
real  puzzle — in  this  catalog  is  contained  in  lots  452  through  479 
— the  early  half  dimes. 

1 collect  and  study  early  half  dimes  (1792-1805)  and  have 
done  so  seriously  for  about  10  years.  1 am  particularly  inter- 
ested in  the  Flowing  Hair  half  dimes  of  1794  and  1795.  In  1883 
Newlin2  listed  11  varieties  of  Flowing  Hair  half  dimes.  Steiger- 
walt  apparently  discovered  another  variety  (now  known  as 
Valentine- 1 0)  around  1900.  He  reconfigured  some  card- 
covered  versions  of  Newlin’s  book  to  include  this  discovery,  as 
well  as  poor  copies  of  the  plates  from  the  cloth-covered  version 
of  the  book.  Valentine3  included  14  varieties  in  his  1931  book. 
None  have  been  discovered  since.  Many  of  the  varieties  are 
rare,  and  all  are  fairly  expensive.  Before  1997,  1 believed  that 
the  only  complete  set  to  have  been  assembled  and/or  sold 
at  public  auction  was  included  in  the  Milton  A.  Holmes  collec- 
tion, sold  by  Stack’s  in  1960.  In  1988  Breen4  asserts,  “The 
Milton  Holmes  collection  (1960)  contained  the  first  complete 
set  ever  assembled.”  ...  An  eastern  collector  completed  the  set 
in  early  1997,  and  another  eastern  collector  completed  the  set 
in  early  1998. 

Lots  453  through  467  of  the  1/27/43  Morgenthau  sale  com- 
prise a complete  set  of  Flowing  Hair  half  dimes  (15  coins, 
including  two  die  states  of  one  variety).  Twelve  of  the  14  vari- 
eties are  listed  as  uncirculated.  For  the  Draped  Bust  series 
(1796-1805),  all  but  three  of  the  then-known  varieties  are  pre- 
sent ...  The  1802  half  dime  is  not  present.  The  Holmes  collec- 
tion included  all  but  four  of  the  varieties  generally  known 
in  1960,  also  without  the  1802.  From  the  descriptions,  several 
of  the  Holmes  coins  could  easily  have  come  from  the 
Morgenthau  sale. 

I believe  that  the  1/27/43  Morgenthau  sale  likely  includes 
the  most  significant  collection  of  early  half  dimes  sold  at  public 
auction  during  this  century.  The  catalog  provides  no  hint  as  to 
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the  provenance  of  the  collection.  I have  a few  ideas,  but  they 
are  not  based  on  clear  facts: 

• Some  of  the  coins  sound  like  Valentine  plate  coins,  so 
that  collection  may  somehow  be  involved. 

• The  1796  dime  envelope  mentions  Colonel  Green.  He  is 
surely  not  known  as  a variety  collector;  however,  he  is  believed 
to  have  purchased  a significant  portion  of  the  Waldo  Newcomer 
collection.  Newcomer  had  an  extensive  collection  and  was  in- 
terested in  varieties. 

This  Morgenthau  catalog  also  includes  many  interesting 
varieties  of  early  dimes  and  half  dollars.  More  study  would  al- 
most surely  yield  additional  interesting  information.  >t 
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New  book  by  Dave  Bowers: 

Special  Pre-publication  Offer 

A Romantic  Adventure: 

Edmund  Roberts 
and  the 

Famous  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 


A fascinating  and  remarkable  new  work  by  0.  David  Bowers  is  going  to  the 
printer  shortly  and  will  be  available  early  fall.  It  is  anticipated  to  be  in  the  range 
of  400  pages  in  length,  large  8V1  by  1 1 " page  size,  profusely  illustrated. 

Now  you  can  be  among  the  first  to  order  your  copy  or,  by  special 
arrangement,  receive  a personally  autographed,  author's  original  manuscript 
copy  (see  details  below). 

PARTIAL  CONTENTS:  Coinage  of  the  1804  Dollar.  • The  Philadelphia  Mint. 

• Chief  Engraver  William  Kneass.  • Chief  Engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  • 
Numismatics  in  America  in  the  1830s.  • Portsmouth.  NH,  in  the  early  19th  century. 

• The  West  Indies  and  other  maritime  trade.  • The  eight  Roberts  girls  and  their  love 
and  affection.  • The  adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts  and  the  two  diplomatic 
missions  of  the  1830s.  • Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Levi  Woodbury.  • Voyage  of  the 
U.S.S.  Peacock  1832-1834.  • Voyage  of  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  1835-1837.  • Voyage  of 
the  U.S.S.  Columbia  1837-1838.  • The  Sultan  of  Muscat.  • The  King  of  Siam.  • 
The  1804  dollar  in  later  years.  • Registry  of  known  1804  dollars.  • Biographies  and 
anecdotes  relating  to  owners  and  chroniclers  of  1804  dollars. 


The  ('.hi  lets  specimen  of  the  1804  dollar 
will  cross  the  block  as  part  of  The  Walter  H. 
Childs  Collection,  August  29-30,  1 999  in 
New  York  City. 


Ever  since  numismatics  became  a 
popular  hobby  in  America— the  silver 
dollar  dated  1804  has  been  the  most 
storied,  most  publicized,  most  acclaimed 
rare  coin  variety  ever  minted  by  the 
United  States.  Perhaps  more  than  any 
other  rare  United  States  coin,  the  1804 
dollar  has  been  surrounded  by  mystery, 
legend,  and  intrigue.  To  these  aspects 
can  be  added  adventure,  for  the  delivery 
of  the  first  1804  dollars,  and  the  circum- 
stances leading  to  the  occasion,  include 
tales  of  piracy,  shipwreck,  and  more- 
adventure  on  the  high  seas.  And  to  add 


further  interest,  Edmund  Roberts,  the 
American  diplomatic  “special  agent”  who 
personally  delivered  the  first  two  1804- 
dated  dollars  on  behalf  of  President 
Andrew  Jackson,  hailed  from  Ports- 
mouth, scarcely  50  miles  distant  from 
our  offices  in  Wolfcboro,  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  very  first  1804  dollar,  pre- 
sented by  Roberts  to  the  Sultan  of  Mus- 
cat, will  be  auctioned  by  us  in  August  as 
part  of  the  Childs  Collection. 

Now,  Q.  David  Bowers  has  brought 
together  in  one  400+  page  volume,  the 
remarkable  history  of  the  1 804  dollar,  the 
romantic  adventure  behind  the  presenta- 
tion sets  made  for  the  King  of  Siam  and  the 
Sultan  of  Muscat,  the  behind  the  scenes 
stories,  controversies  of  the  making  of 
these  pieces,  and  much,  much  more! 

A special  section  will  give  the  biogra- 
phies of  well  over  100  dealers,  collectors, 
and  authors  who  have  handled  or  studied 
1804  dollars  over  the  years.  Included  will 
be  page  after  page  of  fascinating  informa- 
tion concerning  such  people  as  Mehl, 

Haseltine,  Granberg,  Brand,  Green,  Elias- 
berg,  Stickney,  and  more— a biographical 
“treasure”  in  its  own  right. 

Another  section  will  describe  trans- 
action by  transaction  the  pedigree  his- 
tory of  each  of  the  15  known  1804-dated 
dollars,  including  much  information 
never  before  available  in  a single  volume. 

Moreover,  the  volume  is  written  in 
Dave’s  highly  readable  style.  Once  you 
pick  up  the  book,  get  set  for  many  hours 
of  enjoyable  reading! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


ORDER  INFORMATION 

To  order,  choose  one  or  both  of  the 
following  options  and  call  Mary  or 
Donna  at  1-800-222-5993  with  your 
credit  card  handy. 

Pre-publication  Offer  -This  fully  il- 
lustrated, 8 'A  by  1 1 " deluxe  hardbound 
will  list  for  S69.95.  Right  now  you  can 
order  your  copy  for  just  S49.95  plus  $5 
postage.  Delivery  anticipated  late  fall. 

Special  Author’s  Manuscript  - For 
those  who  can't  wait  until  autumn,  this 
special  offer  will  bring  the  authors 
personal  working  manuscript  to  your 
door  within  seven  business  days!  Our 
intention  is  twofold:  1.  To  provide  a 
wealth  of  information  concerning  the 
1804  dollar  in  general  and  the  Childs 
Collection  specimen  in  particular;  and, 
2.  To  provide  a “collectible,”  as  gener- 
ally manuscripts  of  numismatic  works 
are  seldom  encountered.  These  limited 
edition  copies  will  be  of  Dave’s  actual 
working  manuscript,  with  instructions 
to  the  Graphics  Department  and  other 
inserted  items,  together  with  the  com- 
plete (to  date)  text  and  notes.  The 
manuscript  will  be  spiral  or  comb  bound 
with  no  photographs.  If  you  desire  and 
if  you  make  the  request,  Dave  will 
personally  autograph  a copy  to  you! 
Each  manuscript  will  potentially  be 
unique  or  a very  small  edition  as  the 
research  is  being  updated  and  edited 
weekly  by  the  author.  A true  work  in 
progress!  List  price  Si 00. 
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